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From:  Gordon Emslie 
To: Faculty-All; Staff-All 
Subject:  Associate Provost Announcement 
Date:  Thu. 12/6/2012 9:47AM 
 
Colleagues: 
 
I am pleased to inform you that, following a nationwide search and pending approval of the WKU Board 
of Regents, Dr. Carl Fox, Dean of the Graduate School at Montana State University, has accepted an 
offer to become Associate Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies at WKU. 
 
I would like to thank the Search Committee, chaired by Dr. Doug McElroy, for their diligent work in 
identifying such a strong pool of candidates, from which Dr. Fox emerged as a clear first choice.  I also 
thank all those who participated in the search process through attendance at open forums and 
submission of candidate evaluations. 
 
Dr. Fox holds a Ph.D. in Botany from Arizona State University.  He has over 70 scholarly publications and 
has been Principal Investigator on nearly $20M of funded research proposals.  He served as Vice Provost 
and Dean of Graduate Studies at Northern Arizona University before assuming his appointment at 
Montana State, where he oversees some 50 masters programs and 20 doctoral programs.  He has 
participated in the Great Plains Interactive Distance Education Alliance, a multi-state collaborative 
venture offering nearly 20 graduate degrees. 
 
Dr. Fox will assume his new role as Associate Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies on March 25, 2013. 
He will be responsible for positioning and sustaining WKU as a destination of choice for graduate 
students, and in ensuring not only the continued quality of our graduate programs, but also their central 
role in the scholarly mission of the university.  I am confident that the very significant knowledge and 
experience that Dr. Fox brings will serve him well in his new role. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the service provided by Dr. Kelly Madole as 
Interim Dean since July.  Kelly has moved the graduate studies enterprise forward considerably in only a 
few short months, and she will continue to serve as Interim Dean until Dr. Fox arrives. 
 
Further details on this appointment can be found at 
http://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/openings/ap_announcement.php. 
 
Gordon Emslie 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 
